


How can there be any truth in it? What can it have to do with life? Worse still • and this is the view held by many people 
from ihe Gr�eks to the Communists · isn't it positively dangerous to encourage situations in which the world of make 
believe might overtake the world of reality which we are introducing through science to our young bumiputras? Acting
involves coming to terms with oneself, coming to terms with one's physical environment and learning how to manage 
relationships with other people. In all aspects of his being the actor needs to be sensitively tuned to be able to respond to 
whoever or whatever he encounters - and his responses must be within his control.

What has this got to do with our students at ITM. In their various specialist pursuits they are equipping themselves with 
technical knowledge. With a course in acting, even one as initially limited as the one proposed we can help him understand 
his being and that of his fellows. He will learn to give and take, to understand and accommodate the shortcomings of 
others and to give of himself without restraint. A training of this kind will teach him the humanity our world of "progress" 
so sadly needs. 

On a more mundane level of course, the student learns poise, grace, elegant speech and confidence. which will help him to 
impress at interviews and when he is among other people. 

To conclude, let me quote from Booth Tarkington: "A country can be perfectly governed, immensely powerful and without 
poverty; yet if it produced nothing of its own in architecture, sculpture, music, painting or in books, it would someday rass 
into the twilight of history, leaving only the traces of a creditable poht1cal record". Rome was without equal in her engine 
ers, her armed forces, her financiers, her swimming pools and her banquets. Yet after about five centuries of control of the 
entire Western World, Rome left linle to excite the mind and admiration of men comparable in lasting glory to the cont11hu 
tions of the little city of Athens, which controlled but a fraction of the earth's surface. 

When we are judged by history, do we want to be classed with Shih Huang Ti who built a great wall and burnt books and 
scholars. I hope not. let us rather be honoured like King Chulalongkorn of Thailand who planted trees all over his kingdom 
and said, "My people shall walk in the shade". 

Shapeless emotion is not the desirable and product of education, and therefore cannot he used as ,ts means l'lt/11!1 

--Rudolf Amheim, IArt and Visual Perception I 
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